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First you need to find a ceremony site. Religious options include notable local
churches, your current church or temple, your parents’ church or synagogue, a
house of worship you’re interested in joining as a married couple, a military chapel
(if one or both of you is in the service), or a college chapel (at your alma mater). For
civil sites, the sky’s the limit.

Find an officiant if your site is not a house of worship. For a civil wedding,
contact city, town, or village halls and ask about judges or justices of the peace
available for weddings. If you have no connection to a specific church but want an
officiant of a certain denomination to perform your ceremony, ask friends and/or
search for one online at www.TheKnot.com/local for names of churches and
synagogues. Try nondenominational or interfaith officiants. (These officiants will
perform ceremonies at nonreligious sites.)

Make appointments with several sites and/or officiants (unless you’re marry-
ing in your own house of worship and the decision is a given):
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